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The American Health Information Community (AHIC)rescommending that the federal
government start preparing for the capability cebonically store a patient’'s genetic makeup so
that doctors can match medical treatments to gesies.

According toGovernment Health IT, the connections between patients’ genetic charatts

and responses to particular medications are bewirtnibe understood by scientists. For
example, certain breast cancers are linked todhierd’s genes, and those cancers can be treated
more effectively now that the connection is undedt

If Health and Human Services Department (HHS) SacgyéMiichael Leavitt accepts AHIC’s
recommendations, genetic information will be indddn EHRs and research databases.

One of the recommendations calls for HHS agenaidglze National Institute of Standards and
Technology to clarify and determine the role thattewould play in standardizing
pharmacogenetic data. AHIC also recommends that atk¢Bcies identify the genetic data that
EHRs should contain.

AHIC has recommended that The National Library adi¢ine, which already has taken a lead
role in some HHS work on genetic information, hdaal effort to integrate genetic information
into EHRs or personal health records, repo@edernment Health IT.

Another recommendation calls for the National buséis of Health and other federal agencies
involved in research to develop best practicepédients to consent to uses of their genetic data.

“HHS should wak with stakeholders, including professional asatiens representing cliniciar
clinical laboratories, pharmacists and others eivetbp a white paper on the opportunities and
challenges associated with dispensing pharmacédtiegs based on pharmacogenomic test-
derived interpretations in inpatient, ambulatorg amail-order services,” according to a letter
from AHIC to Leavitt.

AHIC’s Personalized Health Care Workgroup, an Hid@isory committee, developed the
recommendations.



